
The Taney County Republican. victim who rrowd our pnorhoas
asylum for the Inebriate acd Insane,
police sta'lous, aud prisons, and th
ronstsntly Increasing number of homi-

cides, sulrldes, and crimes of violence
committed directly under the Influent"
that are dally report! d in the publlo
press. To my mind, there Is no more
obvious or raslly demonstrated propo-
sition than that which assigns the use
of alcoholic liquors and their control to
the department:! of public health and
mors Is, Instead nf the every varying and
lueffMent Held nf politics.

In rlalmlng that alcohol as It exists
In ferment"d snd distilled liquors Is a
dangerous and most destructive poison,
to be legally d dared surb. and to be
sold only on legally qualified physlrlas j
prescriptions, and phlnly labeled
"Poison," we will doubtless he told that
"In moderate doses it Is a tonic," and "a
conservator of tlMue and therefore A
food," and "a pnlnon only In larje doses
or loo frequently repeated."

In other words, that "It Is Its abuse
that rouses all the evil and not Its tem-

perate use." Hut Is not the fart that
our almshouses, hospitals, asylums,
and prisons nre kept constantly filled
with Its ruined and dangerous nbusers,
all of whom commenced on
tempernte doses. nilTliier.t evidence that
any doe f repeated from day to dar
nro dangerous, both lo the individual
nnd the rommunlty? Does the dally
use nf br. ad, meat, or potatoes or any
other article of ordinary food convert

4ay. Host of them were known to
Med way, keen business men who dab--
bUd in house pruiwrly, land and the
Dotation of compunies with a sent and
sharpness known only to those who
bad' once come la contact with them,
but keoucst and closed amongst tbaui
waa Mr. KUIlnghaui himself.

Il was during the lengthy discus-
sion arter dinner over their wine and
cigars of tkoic birds of a feather that
I'hyllls was to forsake the paternal
next and take t!mt tliglit which should
make or mur her I u lure happiness.

The details had been carefully
planned and, adhering closely to these
arrangements, Medway found himself
In the conservatory at eight o'clock on
the evening of the dinner. Five min-

utes later, approaching with a quick,
soft tread In the s, came
Phyllis, true to her tryst

Springing forward, Medway clasped
her hands In his.

"Darling!" he whispered, Joyfully.
Then, amidst his elation and the trem-
bling fears of l'hyilU. they drew sharp-
ly up. Ahead trim a side doorway
leading to the main pasnago of tho
conservatory, down which they must
pass to escape, came Mr. Killlnghaiu'a
voire.

"This way, Foxbrook," they beard
him say. "We shall be undisturbed
here."

Still holding Phyllis' hands. Medway

drew her swiftly and alleiuly beneath
the rover of some thick palms and
shrubs which lnrilrred the passage,
nnd ho had lircly dune so when Mr.
Killlngham ami Fui'nrook, a

utid the vice chairman of Mr.
rilllnglmiu's great land syndicate, look

their scat on a low Iron bench not
three yards away.

"What Is the news, Fnlirook?"
asked Mr. Fllllniihani, eagerly.

"llather Important to you," declared

1 win!" he ihuekled. "Wt bolt
win you and f, Phyllis. Quick, re-

turn si once! I have your father be-

neath my thumb Just at he bad me."
"You foresaw It ail, dear about th

new Hue?" asked Phyllis with trem-
bling delight

"Not I!" laughed Medway. "1 al-

ways had an Idea tlrat the cstste would

sottio day bo enhanced In value r.ud
was endeavoring to persuade old llcck-enha- m

to invest In It. Ho may say
good-b- y to his chance now. Hut I must
be off, Uood-nlgh- t! I await your
father and Foxbrook In tho morning
on" he snatched a kiss "a purely
business matter, darling."

In his little office, four stories up,
which boasted no more than one room,
and that barely large enough to awing
a rat, Medway sat the following morn-
ing with an appearance of busy pre-

occupation, Judging by tho books and
papers skillfully littered before him,
which might have deceived more ob-

servant eyes pven than those of Mr.
Fiillngham and Foxbrook.

Ten o'clock hod barely struck, how-

ever, an early hour for men like Fii-

llngham and Foxbrook to be afield,
when Ito heard tluir voices on tho
creaking staircase, lien. ling over his
desk, be applied himself with nn ur-d- or

to tho sheet before lilm that per-

haps we may have ull assumed at some

time over an Imaginary tuk.
His look uf absent-minde- d Industry

ns he glanced up at tho entry of the
two was worthy of a skilled actor; but
rising after a look of Inquiry, tinged
by Just the faintest touch of politely
assumed surprise at tho sight of Fii-

llngham, he offered the only two chairs
the office possessed.

"We shall nut detain you long, Mr.
Medway," rejoined the financier, de-

clining them somewhat distantly.
"Just a trilling buslnesit matter on
which Mr. Foxbrook and myself, as
representatives of the Suburban Land
Investment and Building Syndicate,
find ourselves brought In touch with
you. We learn, in short, from Messrs.
Mullltt and Fudge that you have been
granted an option of purchase of the
Irwell Hull cstato for XXOW. Is
that so?"

"You have been rightly Informed,"
replied Medway.

"The estate, as you are probably
aware," proceeded Mr. Fiillngham,
"has been on tho market for s consid-
erable time without a purchaser; but
latterly our syndicate have considered
the matter as to whether by careful
development It might not be mad to
pay as a building site."

"Precisely," said Medway.
"We presume," proceeded Mr. Fii-

llngham. "that you do not contemplate
buying the estate yourself, Mr. Med-

way, and that you have serured the op-

tion from a speculative point of view.
In short, we are disposed to purchase
for lo.ooo, allowing you a fair per-

centage of commission."
"I fear not," smiled Medway, bland-

ly. "Your surmise that ! do not con-

template buying myself Is entirely un-

founded. 1 shall probably do so. Per-

haps you are not aware, gentlemen,
thut the new line to Darnley will skirt
the whole length of the estate, consid-
erably Increasing Its value. I should
have no dtlhYulty lu raising a 121).- -

tV. H. PniCK, Pabllabvr.
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WOMAN'S FRIENDSHIP.
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A Purely Business
-

$ fi Matter. fi $

FHXINliHAM measured nil
Mil.things liy money ; and an yotiiis
Medway, who had had the temerity to
fall In lnvo with the financier's daugh-
ter, posi-eyse- but a limited portion of
litis universally coveted commodity,
though gifted with a fair amount of
brains and good looks. Mr. Filling-hnm- 'i

at'tion In sternly forbidding "any
moru nonsense," as he unfeelingly put
it, between PhyllU and the young man
was perhays Justified.

It Is nut lu the nature of things,
however, for two fond heart thus
ruthlessly rent asunder to submit un-

questioning!)' to Milch an unreasoning
eleeree of fate. Within the week of the
Hat foing forth the two had met. Not
(hat there wan anything clandestine
in It That wan mil young Medway'
jttyle. Walking boldly up to the for-

bidden Fllllngliatu nianition one likely
afternoon he had asked for the Ama-
dor's daughter and had been received.
For the moment parental obedience
had yielded to Cupid's more resistless
claims. And could Mr. FUIInghani
liituiiclf, five minutes lator, have seen
th lovely tear-stain- face which
looked appeallngly Into young Med-way- 's

he might, perhaps, have realized
the utter hopelessness of attempting
to change, the course of true Inve.

"What ran we do?" wept i'hyllls
with eyes, whose beauty
was still unimpaired by their grief.
"Must we part for ever? Cannot you
think of something, Ueorge? Surely
there must bo some way of " The
(ears choked further utterance and
George frowned deeper In the intensity
of his emotion.

"There Is only one way I ran think
of," he replied slowly, "and that Is

" He paused and looked steadily
at Phyllis, who returned his gaze with
questioning eyes and red, parted lips.

"What?" she breathed eagerly.
"To ekipfc," declared George, calmly.
The hiaullful ryes grew wider ss III

in their atnr:!cd gaze; then, dripping
Phyllis hid tier face In her hand- -

kerc'nli'f.
"Two hundred pounds Is oil I pos-

se in this world," proceeded Med-wa- y,

encouraged by these manifesta-
tions; "lint I huvo got my wits, and
wlta your love In the bargain, dear-ea- t,

to help mo through, I ahull suc-

ceed." He paused, but Phyllis' face
was still Invisible and ho proceeded In
his argument.

"There U a thing I have on hnnd
which might lead to a few extra ,"

he declared with business-

like persuasion. "I have known of
thousands tnado out of a poorer
chance. An option to purchase some
property, dearest; though, of course,
you don't understand these things."

Once more he paused, but presently
proceeded:

"Why should we part." he urged,
"at the bidding of another who cav
not appreciate our leve? Why, een
though it be at your father's wrrd,
should we sacrifice that which ran

--alone make life dear to ua? Ppeak,
aarllng! AVhat la your cholc.? To
come with one who will love awl cher-
ish you till his latest breath, ar" hla
voire shook "to say farewell for

,vor!"
At this last touching apral the tit-

tle handkerchief was moved swiftly
from the face; a pair of brfght, trustful
oyes met hli for a second; then clasp-.i- ns

her arms about biff neck Phyllis
hid her face on his shoulder.

"I will come," she whispered.

The llttte romance aad been arranged
with businesslike dispatch. A few of
Mr. Fllllnghaw'a Mends from the city

THE LIQUOR QUESTION.

OplHlon of an Kmlnral Pbrlclo as
In How II Dbaiild He lem4

aud Handled.

Why do a large majority of medical
men, sanitarians and tho people gent-ral-

ly refuse to apply (he same methods
of and the same experimental
Investigations regurdlng the effects of
alcoholic liquor un the human system
as they uniformly use In relation to the
effects of all other drugs? When It Is
found that the unrestrained exposure
of arsenic, opium, morphine, strych-

nine, cot nine and carbolic add in drug
stores and dlsietisarles results in an
occasional death from the accidental
taklug of a dose of arsenic or strych-

nine, or a designed dose with suicidal
Intent, the unanimous expression Is
that they ure dangerous drugs and their
rale should be restricted. And when
It Is seen that the unrestrl.'ted ialo of
opium, morphine, rorulne and carbolic
a. UI results In nu o easlonul death Irom
ai iiilen'cl doses, mid a much larger
number of deaths by their designed
use for suicidal purposes, and lliat a
luin h larger number mill become habit-
ual opium, morphine or cocaine users,
by which their health and
an1 entirely destroyed, the emphatic
rxpnsslon of all ilasres Is that these
drugs are poisons dangerous tu the pnb-l- li

health mill morals, and their sale Is

rigidly prohibited, except on physicians'
prcscrlutions, and then to be plainly
labelid "Poison."

Hut when II Is seen, day by day, that
the dally use of alcoholic liquors, even
In small quantities, soon creates, n a
large proportion of those who use them,
an unrnntriillnble deslr" for more, un-

til their higher mental faculties of sense
and propriety and are par-
alysed and tlmlr physical functions dis-

ordered. In which condition they are far
more dangerous to themselves, their
famillrs and to the community at large
than the must Inveterate morphine or
cocaine eaters, do the people, the sani-
tarians and majority of physicians
unitedly rry out that the alrohnllr
drinks that are ronstsntly creating so
many thousands of ruined and danger-
ous habitual rirlnkern are poisons dan-
gerous to Ihe public health and morals,
and therefore lo be added to the statu-
tory list of prohibited poisons? Not at
nil. Instead of recognizing the alcoholic
liquor as a poisonous drug, thus direct-
ly dangerous and destructive to both
menial and physical health, and de-

manding Its addition to the statutory
lis' of Inhibited poisons, and to he dealt
with solely by the public health au-

thorities and courts or Justice, If re-

ferred anywhere It is to Ihe genersl
field of politics to be voted for or against
at the nxt election.

That alcoholic liquors for dale and use,
whether In saloons, illspcrsarks, and
other licensed plaeci, or clandestinely
In local option or prohibited territory,
constitute the agents most dangerous
and destructive to human health, lire
and mural) Is drmonstratal by their
creating and pcrpf mating In our coun-
try alone many thousimd drunkards,
and as ninny thousand impoverished
families. Their life Is the direct and ad-

mitted cause of a large majority or the
homicides, snliiip-s- highway robberies,

holdups ui.i! other ads of
vlnleiic" reported dally In the public
pr s. In the language found over the
signatures of more limn l.w-i- of th!'
more eminent physicians, both In this
country and In Kurope: "Kxperinier.'s
tin vp demonstrated tha' even a Miiiill
quantity of alcoholic liquor, either Im-

mediately or afier a rliort lime prevents
perf-r- t mental action, and Interfires
with the function r.f the cells ar.d tissues
Of the body. Impairing by
producing progressive paralysis of the
Judgment and of the will, and having
othermarkrdly Injurious effects. Ilenre,
alcohol must hn regarded as a pnlron. and
ought not to be rlssseii among foods.

"Further, alcohol tends to produce In
the offspring of drinkers an unstable
nervous system, lowering them mental-
ly, morallyand physically. Thlsdrterlor-atio- n

of the race threatens us, and this Is
likely to be greatly accelerated by Ihe
alarming Increase of drinking among
women, who have been hitherto little
addicted to this vice. Since the mothers
of the mmlng generation are thus In-

volved, the Importance and danger of
this Increase cannot be exaggerated."

Alcohol has bren proved to be Just as
much an anaesthetic or narcotic drug
Is Is ether, chloroform, morphine or
cocaine; and when taken Into the living
body It Impairs every function, and. If
repeated dally, also Impairs every struc-
ture of the body. That It Impairs menial
activity, muscular force, nerve forre,
hent force, vital or protoplasmic force,
and the natural vital resistance to the
Influence of toxic agenla and other
causes of disease, In direct proportion to
the quantity used, has been proved by
the most varied and accurate methods of
experimentation by men eminent In the
profession, both In Europe and America.

That it Is the poison most dangerous
to the public health and moral Is
abuudaotly proved by th number of Its

one-ha- of thou- - who use It Inloelther
paupers or rrlmlnnls; or hss nnyor.e
evi r been found abusing the use of bread
or meat to such an extent as to convert
them Into either habitual paupers or
criminals? Acuin. when It Is found that
so tempernte a dote ns a single mug of
In er, or a glass of wine, or ode drink
of whisky, perceptibly lessens mental
activity and retards the
transmissions nf Impressions by the
nerves, diminishes muscular strength.
Impairs tho corpuscular elements of the
blond and the nerve cells of the brain
as seen under the microscope, returds
tissue metabolism and excretion of
waste products, and Increases the liabil-

ity to attacks nf all Infectious diseases,
are not these Indubitable evidences nf A

poison, which. If repeated .rom day to
day, would endanger both health and
morals?

The same methods of Investigation
when applied to ether, chloroform, mor-

phine or cocaine and to the whole field
or etiology In the laboratories nf chem-

istry, physiology and bacteriology are
fully credited and readily acted upon.
Then why not In reference to alcoholic
liquors? The answer Is twofold. Firs',
because the effect of alcohol In dimin-
ishing the sensibility of the brain di-

rectly destroys the ability of tho user
to Judge correctly concerning his own
ability or the nature of his Impressions;
and the second Is because human greel
for the pecuniary profits of the man-

ufacture and sale of alcoholic liquors
outwi Ighs the regard for human wel-

fare. So long as the contest can be kept
In the field id politics these reasons will
prevent anything more than tem-

porary or partial success. Hut If It
could be fully transferred to the depart-
ments of public health and morals,
aided by th- - courts, a fair degree t,r suc-

cess would soon result. I do not say
that the success would be complete, be-

cause no laws hsve entirely sup-

pressed the crimes against which they
were enacted. The most efficient lawa
against mnrdir, then, etc.,
have existed since human history be-

gan, and yet these crimes continue in
be commlt'rd, but far less frequently
than they would be If Instead of luwsfor
direct suppression they were r'gulated
by licensing ilcsipnntcii pi rsotis to do nil
the killing. Mealing. tc on considera-
tion nf the payment of from $l" to J'iU'I

Into the public treasury annually. Dr.
N. S. Davis, Imminent Amirlcan Physi-
cian.

ITEMS OF INTEREST.

Mixing politics with rdlclnn l.i nut
good, but religion Is a good thing to
mix with politics. esMiially if the re-
ligion be good and the politics bad.

Franklin, Tutin.. has a committee of
25 which It watchful In suppressing
the liquor traffic. Having learned
that the courthouse was used as a
storage place for liquor the sheriff
was formally requested to abate tho
nuisance.

At Lawrence, Kan., the slate uni-
versity Is located. No saloons there.
What Is tho result? Last year not
single case of discipline was necessary,
nor has thero been a slnglo case of
drunkenness among the 1 .200 students
In attendance at the university.

The Finnish National Brothers'
Temperanre association has Just held
Its meeting In Ishpemlng. Mich. Tha
organisation Is established in 22 slate.
It was organised in 1H88 and now has
a membership or about 13.000. On
feature of the convention was a con-

cert, the proceeds of which were de-

voted to the Finnish college at Man-coc- k.

Truth, liquor organ, Detroit, says:
"The trend of public sentiment In this
decade Is against the liquor trade, and
when the trade realizes this fact and con-

fines Ita efforts entirely to protecting
what they now have and banishing
thoughU of what they would Uko, ton
bUar U wUl be tor sii." .

Foxbrook In his cikiI. deliberate way;
"Indeed to all of us in the syndicate.
1 hove Just learnt from Ilincher that
the new loop lino will to a certainty
go through I 'urn ley and tap tho full
length of the Irwell Mall estate. Ilu
advises me, too, that we have no time
to waste if the deal Is to lie worked,
and we must buy the Irwell people up
without an hour's delay."

"Decidedly," declared Mr. Filling-ham- .

"Did you call on Mullill and
Fudge, the agents?"

"I did." replied Foxlir.wk, slowly.
"And Informed them we were disposed
to treat for th estate if it were cheap.
But we are too late."

"Too la'e!" cried Mr. Fllltnghara.
"That bland fool old Mullltt, who

evidently knows nothing yet," rejoined
Foxbrook, "Informed me they would
have been glad to treat, with the syn-

dicate, but they had granted an option
of purchase to a person who hoped to
find a buyer within the present month,
provided his efforts were guaranteed
by the option of tho acceptance or re-

fusal of the citato for i:'0,ooi) up to
the 30th."

"Good heavens!" cried tho flpancter.
"Why the estate has gone

for months, and must bo trebled In
value if Uencher is right. Who Is the
man? Can ho have got wind of the
thing?"

"That remains to be seen," declared
Foxbrook. "You know him pretty
well. It is young Medway, who was
connected with us in that small af

fair "
"Medwny!" gasped Mr. Fillingham.
"Your Medway," declared Foxbrook,

hair satirically, "who wos after your
daughter. I could never understand
w hy you threw such a romlstng young
fellow over."

"And you say he has the option to
purchase for dji'i.i'nu within tho
month?" asked Mr. Fiillngham.
"Why, the estate Is worth itJu.uuo of
nny nmn'ti money If Ilencher's Infor-

mation proves reliable."
".More," rejoined Foxhmnl:, rnlmly.

"And Uencher Is beyond doubt."
"Well, we must see Medway," as-

serted Mr. Fiillngham.
Foxbrook lavghed quietly.
"Arter kicking him out?" be In-

quired, facetiously.
"This thing Is, of courjc, a purely

business matter," replied Mr. Fiillng-

ham. "And from what t know of Med-

way I.J will treat It as surb. lie Is
poor enough. It Is more than probable
that he knows nothing of the real
state of afiairs and Is Just dabbling to
make a small commission. We must
see him at once before he get wind

of its real value. Though, of course,

he Is without money to buy himself."
"Pish!" said Foxbrook, contemptu-

ously, "he will have a dozen offer
within the week unless we secure him
before the rush Sielnway, Goldthorpe,
Phllllpson and a arnre of others will
be anxious to snap It up when the new
Is known. Bencher gives us only three
or four dsys before the cat Is out of
the bag. Dut I have my doubts of
younR Medway. It seems odd he
should have got control of the estate
Just at this Juncture. We must get In
touch with him at once. Not a min-

ute should be lost In the morning,
though we must move cautiously."

"Undoubtedly," said Mr. Fiillngham.
Moving away, they retired from the

conservatory, leaving the two uninten-
tional eavesdropper once more free
to follow their way. Dut the situation
had swiftly changed.

Turning to PhyllU, Uedway kUwd
ktr rapturous!.

0'i0 mortgage on tho security of the
estate alone, and I dare say Sielnway
or (ioltlthorpe would be glad to snap It
up for JJWhjO or iH'iW)."

stammered Mr. Fii-

llngham, weakly, with a blank glance
at Foxbrook. "Forty thousand? Pre-

posterous, .Mr. Medway!"
"I have It on good authority,"

Mnlwny, coolly, "Hint the cslute
If carefully developed will be worth
il'.i'.ii'U."

FonIuoo); Inughrd at Mr. Filling-ham'- s

face even utiildst his dismay.
"You have stolen n murih on us,

Medway," he derltued. "Though how
you got the news so early 1 leave u only
knows! I suppojo there Is no rhnnce
of buying you out? of course, the es- -

lato wants a building capital to be
properly worked. Have you a price?

"There Is a price, rertalnly, Mr. Fox-

brook," smiled Medway.
"And that?" demanded both men

quickly.
"Can I rely on you to keep a secret,

Mr. Foxbrook?" asked Medway.
"Decidedly," replied Foxbrook.
"Still, It Is a purely business mat-

ter," observed Medway. "Ton thou-

sand pounds down for my option, a
seat on the board of your syndicate
with enough share to entitle me to

that position, and the estate Is yours
on one other condition."

"Name It," cried Fiillngham.
"That you give your consent to tht

tnarrlaee of Phyllis and myself."
"Bravo!" laughed Foxbrook. hearti

ly. "A fair offer. You consent,
of course."

Mr. Fiillngham did assent, as
ffrarefully as lay In his power. Later
In the day, too, he made known th
withdrawal of his objection to the
radiantly happy Phyllis.

"f find. Indeed, my dear," he ex-

plained, "that Mr. Medway, In an Im-

portant financial matter In which .

have been Jointly concerned, has
shown such undoubted business ability
and promise that. In short, I have no

further objection to your ImmedlaM
marrta-.- " CaUs Balurdajr Jourr

ware to din wll't bia Um (oUawlig


